December 2018 E Connection
Membership is open to anyone who holds, or has ever held, a commission or warrant in any component of
the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, Public Health Service or the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and their surviving spouses.

From the desk President Walters

From the desk of Brad Lord.

I hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving
enjoying family and friends. Since our last
newsletter the state of Georgia has elected a
new Governor, Brian Kemp. Hopefully, we will
be able to connect with him shortly after he
takes office so we can reiterate MOAA’s priorities. We were fortunate enough to have Don
Nau as the guest speaker for last month’s luncheon which was held at the Marietta Country
Club. Don is the President of the Georgia
MOAA, he presented the chapter with the Five
Star Level of Excellence Award. Don served in
the Army during the Vietnam era. I will discuss
the requirements to be a Five Star Chapter at
this month’s luncheon. I want to briefly mention
two areas of concern, (1) Attendance at monthly
luncheons, and (2) Leadership positions in the
Chapter. Attendance at chapter luncheons
have been below average at best. I know that
cost and distance are major issues, however, I
am going to promise that will move the meetings
around. In 2019 we will rotate the locations of
the meetings to giving everyone a chance to attend. I will try to keep the cost under $25 dollars
with $22 being the goal. We have two positions
available within the chapter; 2nd VP and JROTC
Coordinator. While I’d like to get the VP position
filled, it is the JROTC Coordinator that has to be
filled soon. .

What a pleasure to have Sandra Brownlee join us
for our November social! It was great to hear
about all the activities of the veteran transition
centers (waypoints) under the DSP II organizational umbrella. Because of Sandra’s efforts, DSP
II now has the ability to house woman veterans!
The free of charge service to veterans at any
transition center is amazing and neither Sandra
nor her staff draw a salary. Sandra and her remarkable DSP II Organization continue to make a
tremendous positive difference in the lives of
veterans in our area. Thank you, Sandra, for
want you do each and every day! We will not
have a social in December as our satellite group
will be supporting the important chapter social.
Our next social will be the second Tuesday of
January (9th) as the first Tuesday conflicts with
the New Year’s Day holiday. We anticipate having Will Garner as our guest speaker. Will is the
Executive Director of the Midwest Food Bank—
Georgia. Please make plans to attend both the
chapter December social and the January South
Satellite social!

As always thank you all for your continued support of this satellite group! Brad
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Increasing membership continues to be an important and ongoing effort. We continue to follow up with
the lifetime members of MOAA in our area that do not
have a chapter affiliation. We need everyone’s assistance
in reaching out within your own circle of friends to find
prospective members interested in veterans' issues and
sharing camaraderie with like-minded individuals. Please
reach out and make one of your friends a member of our
group today!

We have about 100 High Schools that we
support in the Atlanta Metro Area. It’s a big
job and requires a lot of time. If you are interested contact me or Tom Torbert. Please
spread the word on these items. One last
thing, I know I mentioned this last month, but
this is important. As you’ve probably already
heard, on December 31, 2018 the Defense
Health Agency’s Tricare Retiree Dental Program (TRDP) will end. Don’t worry! You can
enroll in dental coverage for next year under
the Federal Employees Dental and Vision
Insurance Program (FEDVIP). Retired uniformed service members and their families
who were eligible for TRDP will be eligible
for FEDVIP dental coverage, effective January 1, 2019.

Check out the chapter and MOAA websites below and
stay informed.
http://atlmoaa.org/Home chapter website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA website

Party time, Southside Style!
Southside Satellite Social will return January 9, 2019,
Village Café.
RSVP to Brad Lord. via email or leave a message
770.897.5935.by January 7, 2019. Please come and enjoy
the fellowship and camaraderie along with updating your personal network files.

YOU WILL NOT BE AUTOMATICALLY ENROLLED IN A FEDVIP PLAN FOR 2019.
YOU MUST ENROLL DURING THE FEDERAL BENEFITS OPEN SEASON
(NOVEMBER 12 – DECEMBER 10, 2018)

Village Café
1240 Hwy 54W Suite 200
Fayetteville, GA 30214
770.460.7888

Key AMOAA Board of Directors vacancies
1. Vice President position
2. ROTC/JROTC Director position

Thank you to Shirley Quarles and Tom Torbert for their
selfless service in these two key leadership positions for
the chapter
Please call Keith Walters, 678-650-5386 if you are interested in filling the VP position or ROTC/JROTC Director
position

AMOAA Membership
Chapter membership recruitment is
everybody's responsibility. Vice President Jonathan Reeder is spearheading the membership team. with potential members and recruitment
ideas. We have on-line applications,
www.atlmoaa.org and paper copies
each board member carries with
them Serving always and everywhere, the team is a salute away.

Need Chaplain Assistance
Please call COL Dan Holtz, 404-656-2307

Chaplains Corner
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GAMOAA 2019 Conference
Atlanta is the Host Chapter
September 20-22, 2019, Marietta,
GA.
AMOAA Conference Chairman is
Paul Clark
I am proud to say we are hosting
the 2019 Georgia Military Officers
Association of America ! The
Board got together and decided
the the best location would be the
Marietta Conference Center. It is
the best deal for room costs and
food. We will be getting several
guest speakers.
Tentative agenda follows: :
Friday, September 20, 2019
Presidents Gathering at the Hospitality Room
Saturday, September 21, 2019.
Breakfast with speaker from
MOAA, National
GMOAA business meeting,
Lunch
Supper Banquet, with Army
Band.
Sunday AM Continental Breakfast. Check out, Memorial Service
at the Marietta National Cemetery.
To make this a huge success for
the Chapter we need volunteers
to work at the convention, and
people to sell ads in our program.
Any volunteers can email
me clarkamoaa@gmoaa.com .

Trump going for full-blown Space
Force, White House memo reveals
President Trump plans to go ahead
with asking Congress to establish a
Space Force as an independent
branch of the military, according to a
draft presidential directive committing to the biggest restructuring of the
U.S. military in seven decades despite bipartisan skepticism on Capitol
Hill. The draft, produced after
months of internal review, outlines
much-awaited details for what would
be the first new military service since
1947. It indicates that Trump, who
has championed the standalone Space
Force, is still interested in pursuing
an entirely new branch, despite criticism of the proposal on Capitol Hill
and even initial opposition within the
Pentagon. Under the proposal, the
Department of the Space Force
would be headed by a civilian secretary — just like the Army, Navy and
Air Force — and either a four-star
general or admiral. The latter person
would also serve as a member of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, according to the
draft directive. Under this proposal,
the Space Force will organize, train
and equip national security space
forces of the United States to ensure
unfettered access to and freedom to
operate in space, and to provide vital
capabilities ... in peacetime and
across the spectrum of conflict," the
draft directive says.
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The following military units are headed to the U.S.-Mexico border to meet President Donald
Trump’s directive to deploy active duty forces through Texas, California, Arizona and New
Mexico. DoD now reports more than 7,000 troops will be tasked to support the Department of
Homeland Security.
Fort Bragg, North Carolina
• Headquarters & Headquarters Command, 3rd Expeditionary Sustainment Command
• 2nd Assault Helicopter Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division
• Headquarters & Headquarters Company, 16th Military Police Brigade
• 51st Medical Company, 28th Combat Support Hospital
• 264th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion
• 329th Movement Control Team
• 403rd Inland Cargo Transfer Company
• Headquarters & Headquarters Detachment, 503rd Military Police Battalion
• Headquarters & Headquarters Company, 4th Sustainment Brigade, 4th Infantry Division
• Headquarters & Headquarters Company, 68th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 4th
Sustainment Brigade, 4th Infantry Division
Peterson Air Force, Colorado
• Joint Enabling Capability Team and Aviation Planner from U.S. Northern Command
• Scott Air Force Base, Illinois
• Joint Public Support Element – Public Affairs
• 55th Signal Company (Combat Camera)
Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia
• 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade Headquarters, 3rd Infantry Division
• 90th Human Resources Company, 3rd Special Troops Battalion, 3rd Sustainment Brigade
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, Texas
• Defense Logistics Agency Contingency Contracting Team
• 4th Expeditionary Sustainment Command Assessment Team
• Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 505th Military Intelligence Brigade
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Washington
• 5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment, I Corps
• 87th Engineer Sapper Company, 555th Engineer Brigade
Joint Base Charleston, South Carolina
• 1st Combat Camera Squadron
• 24th Press Camp Headquarters, 1st Armored Division
• 89th Military Police Brigade, III Corps
• Headquarters, 62nd Engineer Battalion, 36th Engineer Brigade
• 937th Engineer Sapper Company, 8th Engineer Battalion, 36th Engineer Brigade
• 104th Engineer Construction, 62nd Engineer Battalion, 36th Engineer Brigade
• 289th Quartermaster Company, 553rd Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 1st Cavalry
Division Sustainment Brigade
• Headquarters & Headquarters Detachment, 19th Engineer Battalion, 20th Engineer Brigade
• 15th Engineer Company (Horizontal), 19th Engineer Battalion
• 541st Engineer Sapper Company, 19th Engineer Battalion
Fort Campbell, Kentucky
• 887th Engineer Support Company, 101st Airborne Division Sustainment Brigade
• 372nd Inland Cargo Transfer Company, 129th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion,
101st Airborne Division Sustainment Brigade
• 74th Transportation Company, 129th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 101st Airborne Division Sustainment Brigade
• Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 97th Military Police Battalion, 1st Infantry Division
• 977th Military Police Company Combat Support
• 287th Military Police Company Combat Support
• 41st Engineer Company (Clearance), 4th Engineer Battalion, 36th Engineer Brigade
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US Air Force’s huge exercise in Ukraine fuels growing partnership and that country’s
NATO ambitions. Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Dave Goldfein sat down with his Ukrainian counterpart last week to discuss the two countries' growing ties, the first large-scale,
multinational air exercise to be held in Ukraine and the possibility of that country joining
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. After meeting with General-Colonel Sergii
Drozdov at the Pentagon Thursday, Goldfein said the discussion centered around Russian aggression in Eastern Europe. Thus far, Clear Sky has been the largest exercise
shared in the partnership. “Clear Sky was a Ukraine-hosted, U.S. Air Forces in Europe
-sponsored, and regionally developed exercise ... it was basically the largest of its kind
in Eastern Europe ever,” Swertfager said. “When you’re trying to integrate with a former Soviet country, which has a completely different system than a NATO operation,
you need to highlight differences, not just in record keeping and cross-functional equipment, but also laws," Swertfager said. “So we’re going to drill down deep into Ukraine
being able to support future exercises, or just getting them to pack up and deploy to another European country to support an exercise there, so that logistics train learns to go
both ways," Swertfager said. There will be a more complete after-action conference
held in early December, but overall, “the exercise was very successful,” he added. “We
were very impressed with Ukraine’s air force and where they were," Swertfager said. “I
think it was a big unknown for a lot of people not involved in the California Guard program before this. “It was awesome seeing them able to generate the amount of sorties
they did,” Swertfager said. “How professional Ukrainian airmen were and how prepared they were for this exercise stood out. They are definitely interested in being a
professional air force and being able to interoperate with U.S. and NATO forces. They
were, bar none, some of the best hosts I’ve seen in my 27-year career.”

The top Marine has been toying with the decision to boost the Marine rifle squad
to 15 Marines, with the Marine Expeditionary Units, or MEU, being considered as
the most likely option to carry the larger squads. In May 2019, 2nd Battalion, 8th
Marines will get an additional 92 Marines for a future deployment as they experiment with a 15-man rifle squad configuration, according to Lt. Col. Eric Dent, a
spokesman for Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Robert B. Neller. “The Commandant decided last month to staff an infantry battalion to its full complement of
15 Marines per squad for an upcoming MEU deployment,” Dent said in an emailed
statement to Marine Corps Times.
The head of the Navy’s reconstituted Second Fleet outlined a broad writ for the
command on Wednesday, describing a small and flexible force heavy on intelligence assets and “ready to fight across multiple domains” from the Arctic to the
Mediterranean. And he made no bones about the reason for the fleet having
been called back from the dead. Russia. The comments by Vice Adm. Woody
Lewis offered the most detailed glimpse yet of the new Atlantic-focused command, an area neglected by Pentagon planners since the end of the Cold War,
but which has seen a rise in Russian submarine and other naval activity in recent
years. “This is with an eye toward Russia. Let’s be frank,” he told an audience at
the Center for Strategic and International Studies. “The Russian undersea threat
is real, and they are competent.”
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AMOAA Board of Directors Meeting
December 12, 2018, 1130-1300
Fidelity Bank
3490 Piedmont AVE, Atlanta, GA 30305
All members are welcome

Army vs Navy Football

AMOAA Luncheon

enduring rivalries in college football, and is televised

The Navy-Army Game, played annually on the last
weekend of the college football regular season in early

December,[101] pits the football teams of the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, New York (Army) against the
Navy Midshipmen. It is one of the most traditional and

Five Seasons Brewery
5600 Roswell Road, unit M20
Atlanta, GA 30342
December 15, 2018, 1130-1300

every year by CBS.[102] It was in the 1963 Army–Navy

game that instant replay made its television debut. The
game has always had inter-service "bragging rights" at
stake; in past decades, when both Army and Navy were
often national powers, the game occasionally had national championship implications.[104] However, as top-level

Menu
Salad
Grill Chicken
Roasted Salmon
Coffee and Tea included

college football has developed and grown, the high academic entrance requirements, height and weight limits,
and the military commitment required of West Point and
Annapolis graduates has reduced the overall competitiveness of both academies in comparison with other

football programs. While Army has had a resurgence in
recent years, Navy has struggled to keep pace. Howev-

COST: $21.00
RSVP to Rosalie North by December 13, 2018
770.310.0867 or rosalienorthcastle@gmail.com

er, the tradition of the game has ensured that it remains
nationally televised to this day. One of the great appeals
of this game to many fans is that its players are largely

On-Site Sale in Marietta

playing for the love of the game, since almost none will
ever play in the NFL. The game is especially emotional

December 13-15, 2018
1901 Terrell Mill Rd, Suite 200
Marietta, GA 30067.
Hours: Thu & Fri - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

for the seniors, called "first classmen" or "firsties" by both
academies, since it is typically the last competitive football game they will ever play. During wartime, the game

is even more emotional because some seniors may not
return once they are deployed. For instance, in the 2004

Sat 9:00 AM –12:00 PM.

game, at least one senior from the class of 2003 who
was killed in Iraq, Navy's J. P. Blecksmith, was remem-

Continual Veterans Discounts

bered.[105] The players placed their comrade's pads and

AT&T15%
Freddys Hamburgers 10%
IHOP 10%
Home Depot 10%
Lowes 10%
Chick-Fil-A 10-20%

jerseys on chairs on the sidelines. Much of the sentiment
of the game goes out to those who share the uniform
and who are overseas. Navy-Army is played in early
December, typically in Philadelphia. [106] The game, however, has also been played in other locations such as

New York, Baltimore, Chicago, and Pasadena. [107]
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Afghanistan Special Operations TAPS

AMOAA Sponsors

Two Army Green Berets and an Air Force
combat controller were killed Tuesday by an
improvised explosive device in the eastern Afghan province of Ghazni.The two Army Special Forces soldiers were Capt. Andrew Patrick Ross, 29, of Lexington, Virginia, and Sgt.
1st Class Eric Michael Emond, 39, of Brush
Prairie, Washington. The two were assigned
to 1st Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group,
Fort Bragg, North Carolina.The Special Tactics airman was Staff Sgt. Dylan Elchin, 25, of
Hookstown, Pennsylvania. He was assigned
to the 26th Special Tactics Squadron at Cannon Air Force Base, New Mexico.

2019 Dues
Membership Renewal
The Atlanta Chapter of MOAA
P.O. Box 468531
Atlanta, GA 31146

Please complete all items
NAME: _____________________________________ RANK: _____________ BRANCH OF SERVICE: ________________
STATUS: ( ) RETIRED ( ) ACTIVE

( )RESERVE ( ) NATIONAL GUARD ( ) FORMER OFFICER ( )WIDOW

DATE COMMISSIONED:__________________________________ SPOUSE:_______________________________________
HOME PHONE_____________________________________E-MAIL______________________________________________

ROTC Scholarship/Award Fund
AMOAA’s Scholarship program for JROTC Cadets who are college-bound high school seniors needs your support. When you renew your
annual membership, please include an extra $10—whatever you wish to give towards this worthy program.

Annual Membership renewal

$20

JROTC/ROTC Scholarship/Awards Contribution

$__________
Total Enclosed: $___________

Your donation will support a enduring leadership legacy for our county's future leaders, thank you! Please keep this form for your tax deductible donation.
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Atlanta Chapter of MOAA, Inc
PO Box 468531
Atlanta, GA 31146
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